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FIVE IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
ACT NOW
Speak out at the Annual House of Delegates – MCMS physician members are encouraged to submit resolutions for consideration at the Pennsylvania Medical Society House of Delegates, Hershey Lodge, Oct. 14-16. If you want the support of the Montgomery County Medical Society, the deadline to submit resolutions to MCMS is August 29. Resolutions received within the appropriate time frame will be reviewed and considered by your board of directors at its Sept. 6 board meeting. For more information on the resolution process, contact your county medical society, (610) 878-9530.

Want to Polish Your Political Skills? – Attend the upcoming PAMPAC political seminar for free, Sept. 24 in Harrisburg, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. MCMS will pay the registration fee ($50) and reimburse each member for mileage and tolls. The registration fee is waived for 2011 PAMPAC members. Your registration includes a continental breakfast and lunch. If you are MCMS member and would like to attend, send your contact information to MCMS executive director, montmedsoc@verizon.net or call (610) 878-9530 by Friday, Aug. 26. The seminar will address effective advocacy communication, how to impact a local political campaign and share best practices in running for an elected office.
Attend Webinar Addressing Workflow Redesign to Achieve Meaningful Use – PAMED will present the third webinar in an education series to help physicians and hospitals advance quality together and make sense of the evolving health care system on Aug. 23, noon-1 p.m. The passage of the Affordable Care Act further encourages health care providers and delivery systems to collaborate in the transformation of health care by using data to increase the quality and value of patient care. Webinar attendees will learn how electronic health records, meaningful use, and quality reporting lead to workplace redesigns that improve overall patient care. To register, go to www.pamedsoc.org/QualityTogether, email stat@pamedsoc.org or call (800) 228-7823. PAMED designates this activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activities.

Put What You Learn in the “Advancing Quality Together” Webinar Series to Use -- Over the past several months, the Pennsylvania Medical Society – in cooperation with the Hospital & Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania – has offered “Physicians and Hospitals—Advancing Quality Together,” a four-part educational series designed to help  explore collaborative leadership strategies, improve quality and value, and adapt to new payment models. The final presentation in that series, “Physicians and Hospitals – Strategies for Using Comparative Data to Improve Quality and Value.” will take place Sept. 16, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel, 4650 Lindle Rd. Harrisburg. This program will include presentations of best practices and case studies. The registration fee for the live presentation is $199 for PAMED and HAP members and $299 for nonmembers. To register, go to www.pamedsoc.org/QualityTogether, email stat@pamedsoc.org or call (800) 228-7823. The Pennsylvania Medical Society designates this live activity for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activities.

Physicians Escape Liability Insurance Premium Hike as Commissioner Holds Line on Limits – MCMS and PAMED applauds state Insurance Commissioner Michael Consedine’s decision to hold the line on primary liability insurance limits. On Aug. 2, Commissioner Consedine announced not to raise the primary limits for professional liability insurance due to uncertainty in market capacity. PAMED has worked for many months to prove to the administration that a decision on liability insurance limits should not impose an overall cost increase on physicians. Every two years, the Department of Insurance is charged with examining the private insurance market capacity in the state and determining whether it is healthy enough to sustain an increase in primary limits in conjunction with an equal decrease in Mcare limits.

Your MCMS Board Works for You – The MCMS Board of Directors will hold its next meeting, Tuesday, Sept. 6, 6 p.m. All members are encouraged to become involved by working on one of three task forces – membership, political or public relations. Get to know the physicians who represent you. If you plan to attend the meeting, e-mail your contact information to the MCMS executive director, montmedsoc@verizon.net .
You are receiving this special announcement as a member of the Montgomery County Medical Society. If this communication was sent in error, please contact MCMS at (610) 878-9530.
