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Visit your MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com
Special Session on Health System Reform for Practices – Practice managers and administrators are encouraged to attend a breakfast seminar titled, “Health Reform: How the Affordable Care Act Will Impact You and Your Practice.” The seminar will be held on Nov. 18, 8- 10:30 a.m. at the Health & Wellness Center by Doylestown Hospital, 847 Easton Road, Route 611, Warrington. Lara Brooks, associate director in the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) Practice Economics & Payer Relations Department, will be the speaker. Go to www.montmedsoc.com to learn more and register.

MCMS Web Site Redesigned – Take a look at the newly redesigned and user-friendly Montgomery County Medical Society (MCMS) web site, www.montmedsoc.com .Your county membership dues will take a dip in 2011. Go to the web site to find out more, www.montmedsoc.com . We are also looking for physician volunteers for the MCMS Speakers Bureau. You’ll find more information at www.montmedsoc.com . You must establish a member log in to review member only content on the web site. Your Pennsylvania Medical Society web site log in is compatible with your county web site log in. Any problems, contact your MCMS office, 610-878-9530 or e-mail montmedsoc@verizon.net .
Your MCMS Board Works for You – The Montgomery County Medical Society Board of Directors will hold its next board meeting, Tuesday, Nov. 16, 6 p.m. All members are encouraged to become involved by working on one of three task forces – membership, political or public relations. Go to the MCMS website, www.montmedsoc.com to see who represents you. If you plan to attend the meeting, e-mail Toyca Williams, MCMS executive director, montmedsoc@verizon.net .

MCMS Members Re-elected to PAMED Board – Scott E. Shapiro MD, chairman of the Montgomery County Medical Society board of directors, was re-elected to the Pennsylvania Medical Society Board of Trustees as the young physician trustee, representing physicians statewide under the age of 40. Additionally, Martin Trichtinger MD, chairman of the MCMS Political Task Force, was re-elected as the PAMED speaker of the House of Delegates. Both will serve a one-year term. Those elected to the State Society’s Board of Trustees are responsible for reviewing matters that directly impact patient care and affect physicians in the commonwealth.  
Honor Lansdale Physician With a Foundation Donation – Recognize and celebrate the service of James A. Goodyear MD by making a contribution to the Foundation of the Pennsylvania Medical Society in his name. Dr. Goodyear, past chairman of the Montgomery County Medical Society (MCMS) and current board member, said his final farewell as president of the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) to members of the House of Delegates during the Annual Business Meeting in Hershey. He shared that he remains dedicated to his patients and committed to serving the profession as he strives to preserve the patient-physician relationship. Your honorary gift to the foundation in Dr. Goodyear’s name will sustain programs that support medical education, physician health and excellence in practice. For more information, visit www.foundationpamedsoc.org/donatenow/donate_now.aspx .

PA Governor Vetoed Bill to Delay Phase-out of Mcare Fund -- On Friday, Oct. 22, Gov. Ed Rendell vetoed a bill that would have delayed phase-out of the Mcare Fund for six years while freezing medical liability insurance at current levels. Senate Bill 1280, sponsored by Sen. John Rafferty, R-Montgomery, was approved by the Senate in late September by a 38-9 vote and by the state House in October by a vote of 117-81. The Pennsylvania Medical Society opposed SB 1280, believing that six years is too long a period to freeze the phase-out process. The legislation was supported by the trial bar and by the Pennsylvania Orthopedic Society (POS). PAMED has historically supported phasing out the Mcare Fund and supported an amendment in the Senate for a shorter “freeze” that would have delayed phase-out until 2014 rather than 2018. 

Senate Does Not Support Bill to Loosen Tort Laws -- A bill that would permit trial lawyers to quantify damages for pain and suffering for auto accidents will not receive a vote in the state Senate. The Senate majority caucused on Sept. 27 and decided that there were too many objections from the medical, insurance and business communities to put the bill up for a vote. The Pennsylvania Medical Society strongly believes that damages for pain and suffering should be left up to juries, without suggested award amounts from trial lawyers. Earlier this year, a handful of bills were introduced in the state House that would loosen tort laws in favor of trial lawyers, increase medical liability payouts, and drive up the cost of liability insurance. PAMED strongly opposed these bills and coordinated efforts to fight the legislation with other health care and business organizations.  

Physician Sworn in as PAMED President – On Oct. 23, Ralph Schmeltz MD, an endocrinologist from Mount Lebanon and a 35-year member of the Pennsylvania Medical Society, was sworn in as its 161st president during the organization’s annual statewide meeting held in Hershey, Pa. Dr. Schmeltz chaired the PAMED State of Medicine in Pennsylvania Task Force and also sits on PAMED Patient Safety Committee.  In the past, he served on its board of trustees representing primary care specialists.

SEPA Cardiologist Elected VP of PAMED -- Dr. C. Richard Schott MD was elected too serve as vice president of the Pennsylvania Medical Society for the upcoming year.  Dr. Schott, a member of PAMED for 20 years, served as the Second District Trustee, representing all physicians from Montgomery, Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Lehigh counties. In addition, he served on the PAMED board of trustees as vice chair. By virtue of the election, Dr. Schott will become the president of PAMED in October 2012.
Missed the EHR Meaningful Use Webinar? – The Sept. 23 webinar, led by Donald Wilson, MD, medical director for PA Reach, Pennsylvania’s health information technology regional extension centers, on electronic health records meaningful use requirements can be viewed online. Visit Pennsylvania Medical Society’s web site, www.pamedsoc.org to download the webinar. The extension centers are funded by federal grants to provide technical assistance to primary care practices who wish to implement or upgrade their EHR systems to achieve the meaningful use requirements. Incentives are available through Medicare and Medicaid to physicians who are already using an EHR and those who begin using an EHR during the incentive program. Physicians who fail to achieve the meaningful use standards by 2015 may see penalties on their Medicare reimbursement.

PMSLIC Seminar for Surgical Residents – PMSLIC, an endorsed sponsor of the Montgomery County Medical Society, will present a free seminar on Dec. 1 titled, “The Importance of Proper Documentation.” The guest speaker will be attorney Daniel F. Ryan. Registration and hors d’oeuvres begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by a formal dinner and presentation. The seminar and dinner will be held at The Renaissance Room, Hilton Philadelphia City Avenue, 4200 City Ave., Philadelphia. RSVP to attend the dinner by Nov. 24 to Dari Paulus, 800-445-1212, ext. 5479 or e-mail, dpaulus@pmslic.com .

Is Electronic Data a Factor in Medical Liability Lawsuits? -- Since most electronic data is discoverable in lawsuits, the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) has created a guide for physicians called “eDiscovery:  What Physicians Need to Know .” The guide includes definitions of what counts as electronic data, what is considered to be discoverable, how data can support the event that led to the medical liability suit, and how some workarounds used by staff could cause problems later in a lawsuit. The guide offers physicians’ practical tips on how to appropriately use EHR systems to avoid violating eDiscovery rules. 

AMA Working to Avert More Medicare Cuts -- Physicians are facing a 23 percent cut in Medicare payments on December 1, followed by an additional six percent cut on January 1, if Congress doesn’t act to change the flawed sustainable growth rate formula. Congress is now in recess leading up to the Nov. 2 elections, and a lame-duck Congress may consider putting off the cuts yet again. Physicians can tell Congress to stop the cuts through the AMA’s Physicians’ Grassroots Network at http://capwiz.com/ama/home and ask their patients to do the same by joining the AMA’s Patients’ Action Network at http://www.patientsactionnetwork.org. Several times this year Congress did not pass legislation in time to avert cuts. As a result, Medicare carriers stopped processing claims in order to avoid paying them at the reduced rates. Contact your U.S. representatives and senators to urge them to repeal SGR and delay the December cuts.
What Will Happen if Medicare Cuts Are Made? – The American Medical Association wants to tell your story. The AMA is looking for detailed anecdotes that will help make a more compelling case to Congress by personalizing these disruptions in care to seniors that the cuts may cause. If physicians had to take out a loan, establish a line a credit, cut back on their staff, stop taking new Medicare patients, or take other serious actions to deal with Medicare payment cuts, e-mail the AMA at killsgr@ama-assn.org and share your story.
Don’t Forget to Vote Nov. 2 – Midterm elections take place on Tuesday. For more information on candidates supported by PAMPAC, call (800) 228-7823, ext. 7821. Several state and federal legislators are up for election, including 435 seats in the United States House of Representatives, and the full terms for 33 or 34 of the 100 seats in the United States Senate. In addition, 34 of the 50 U.S. states elect their governors to four-year terms during midterm elections, while Vermont and New Hampshire elect governors to two-year terms in both midterm and presidential elections. 
Patients Want to Find You – Make sure you are signed up with Find-A-Physician, the Pennsylvania Medical Society online referral service, www.pamedsoc.org . It’s free, and only members are listed. But if you’ve never completed or updated your Member Profile on the website then patients aren’t seeing information about you. There are only three steps to new referrals:
--Log in to www.pamedsoc.org. (Need help logging in? First-time users should create an account. Previous users should use Login Help to recover usernames or passwords.) 
--Go to Member Profile Updates 
--Make sure you include as much information as you wish to be available. (You can also choose to NOT have your information show.) 
For more help, email stat@pamedsoc.org or call (800) 228-7823.
PAMED Offers CME – The Pennsylvania Medical Society offers a number of free online CME activities to members. Counter Details is designed to meet Pennsylvania state requirements for patient safety and risk management. The two-year license CME renewal period is up on Dec. 31 for MDs. By then, physicians will need 100 hours of CME, 12 of which must be in patient safety and risk management. MDs must have 20.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. The Pennsylvania Medical Society offers a number of CME activities to help you get there. Visit www.pamedsoc.org/cme to browse activities by topic and www.pamedsoc.org/newsletters to browse by publication. All of the activities are designed to meet patient safety and risk management requirements. Three new editions of Studies in Patient Safety: Online CME Cases are also available. Each one is based on actual patient safety events and incidents reported to Pennsylvania's Patient Safety Authority (PSA). Physicians who read Studies in Patient Safety and successfully complete the assessment will earn 0.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™per issue. Members of the Pennsylvania Medical Society can take the CME exam for each of these articles at no charge, while non-members pay a $25 fee.
Online CME Your Speed ?– There is a useful resource of online continuing medical education courses at the Annotated List of Online Continuing Medical Education, visit www.cmelist.com/list.htm  There are links to more than 300 Online CME sites offering more than 13,000 CME courses and more than 22,000 hours of CME credit. The list is updated regularly as new online CME sites and courses become available. There is no charge for accessing the list and no registration is required.
NIDA Offers Free Publications – The National Institute on Drug Abuse provides free posters and postcards to healthcare providers to display in their exam rooms and waiting rooms. The posters and postcards may encourage patients to talk to their healthcare providers about their drug use, including tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs, over-the-counter medications, and prescription drugs. In addition, a clinician's screening tool, reference guide, and resource guide are available online:  http://www.drugabuse.gov/nidamed/screening/
Posters, postcards, and other publications can be ordered free of charge at:

http://drugpubs.drugabuse.gov/shopdisplayproducts.aspx?id=20&for=NIDAMED
You are receiving this special announcement as a member of the Montgomery County Medical Society. If  this communication was sent in error, please contact MCMS at (610) 878-9530. 
