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National Influenza Vaccination Week, Dec. 5-11
Practice What You Preach-Get Immunized -- When you remind your patients to get immunized, prove you mean it. Get ready now to promote your practice’s 100 percent immunization during National Flu Immunization Week, December 5-11, 2010—the best time to show off you adhere to doctor’s orders, too. Post a letter proving to your patients that your practice is 100 percent immunized. Request an official letter from the Pennsylvania Medical Society’s physician office flu immunization recognition program launched in August. To qualify, influenza vaccine must have been administered to all employees who are eligible to receive it, as determined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This year, the CDC is recommending that everyone beginning with children six months and older to be immunized. 
Get Vaccinated During National Flu Vaccination Week – The National Influenza Vaccination Week, a national health observance established to highlight the importance of continuing influenza vaccination, starts Sunday. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) needs your help to ensure that people with Medicare get their flu vaccine. This year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is encouraging everyone 6 months of age and older to get vaccinated against the seasonal flu. 
Tick tock, Tick tock: It’s a Reporting Year – The Pennsylvania Medical Society offers a number of free online CME activities to members. The two-year license CME renewal period end Dec. 31 for MDs. By then, physicians need 100 hours of CME, 12 of which must be in patient safety and risk management. MDs must have 20.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. The Pennsylvania Medical Society offers a number of CME activities to help you get there. Visit www.pamedsoc.org/cme to browse activities by topic and www.pamedsoc.org/newsletters to browse by publication. All of the activities are designed to meet patient safety and risk management requirements.
Online CME Resource Available 24/7 – Visit a useful online resource, annotated list of online continuing medical education courses, www.cmelist.com/list.htm . There are links to more than 300 Online CME sites offering more than 13,000 CME courses and more than 22,000 hours of CME credit. The list is updated regularly as new online CME sites and courses become available. There is no charge for accessing the list and no registration required.

What’s Going on at MCMS – The MCMS Board of Directors met on Nov. 16 during its monthly board meeting. As a member of the medical society, you can view the minutes of the board meeting following the meeting, www.montmedsoc.com . Your 23-member board, comprised of physician volunteers, two practice managers and the MCMS Alliance president, provides general supervision and management of society affairs and business.
Listening Session on Health Care System Reform – The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services will host a regional listening session to address the Affordable Care Act, highlight the work CMS is undertaking around health care delivery system reform, and gain input from stakeholders.  The session will take place Wednesday, Dec. 8, from 1-2:30 p.m. To participate, call (800) 837-1935 and use the following participant ID, 28945473.
PMSLIC Seminar for Residents Postponed – PMSLIC, an endorsed sponsor of the Montgomery County Medical Society, has postponed its free seminar on Dec. 1 titled, “The Importance of Proper Documentation.” If you have questions about the seminar or its cancellation, contact Dari Paulus of PMSLIC, 800-445-1212, ext. 5479 or e-mail, dpaulus@pmslic.com . When a new date has been determined, it will appear in the Pulse.

Medicare Cuts Delayed to End of Month -- Thanks to physicians’ efforts, the U.S. Congress passed an immediate 31-day reprieve from the 23 percent Medicare payment cuts. Discussions continue on a 13-month delay in the cuts to allow time to identify acceptable funding offsets. Congressional leaders continue to seek legislation that will stabilize physician Medicare payments through 2011. Educate your patients by telling them about the Medicare cuts and the impact it will have on your practice and keep calling your legislators. To locate your legislator, go to Capwiz, http://www.pamedsoc.org/capwiz . The AMA has calculated that SGR repeal would prevent a loss of $560 million a year for care of elderly and disabled patients in Pennsylvania. On average, legislation to repeal the SGR would prevent cuts of $15,000 per year to each Pennsylvania physician.

Special Note About Delay from Fellow Physician – “At first blush, this may seem a good thing. However, it is still very important to realize that our declaration regarding Medicare Participation (Par, non-par, or Opt out) is due by Dec 31. This then locks individual physicians into their declared category for at least one year (2 years for Opt Out).  With the Senate's proposal to delay cuts for 31 days only (e.g., the 13-month thing is far less of a ‘given’), we will need to ‘Declare’ before we know what is going to happen to the reimbursements. So as I see it, unless we get a permanent SGR fix, or a 13 month freeze, we remain pawns. Even a 13-month freeze may create the very same dilemma next year.

 

I see a lame duck Congress less likely to provide an extended or meaningful resolution. To me a 31 day delay, unless followed in December by something more meaningful in scope and longer in duration, places us even more under the Fed's thumb. You all should learn about your Medicare options before Dec. 31. A Medicare Participation evaluation tool kit with valuable information, and downloads is available form the AMA at, www.ama-assn.org/go/medicareoptions .” 
(Note provided by James A. Goodyear MD,  a Lansdale surgeon, immediate past president of the Pennsylvania Medical Society and immediate past chairman of the Montgomery County Medical Society)
It’s the Law: Wear Your ID Badge While You Work -- A new law requiring physicians and employees who provide direct patient care to wear a photo identification badge while working) will become effective Jan. 22. Interim regulations, providing more details on how the badges are to be printed, worn and used, will be published within 90 days of that date. The Pennsylvania Medical Society supported HB 1482 because it would minimize patient confusion over whether a provider is a physician or another type of health care provider. In 2006, the PAMED House of Delegates voted to support pursuing legislation that clarifies who may use the title "doctor." 

Enrolled in PECOS? – Use this online tool to check to make sure, http://www.oandp.com/pecos/  you are enrolled in the Provider Enrollment, Chain and Ownership System (PECOS). PECOS is an online Medicare enrollment process. Edits, slated to take effect on Jan. 2, would have rejected any claim that reported an ordering or referring professional who was not enrolled in the PECOS system. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) will indefinitely delay the January 3 effective date for PECOS edits. Check your status today.

Highmark to Designate Primary Care CRNPs -- Effective Jan. 1, Highmark will begin to credential “Primary Care CRNPs.” This action, which does not increase CRNPs’ scope of practice, will lower copays for patients receiving primary care services from a CRNP. Read more at www.pamedsoc.org . 

Need HITECH Answers? -- The Philadelphia Regional Office of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services will host three make-up HITECH ODF/webinars for partners and providers in DE, DC, MD, PA, VA & WV.  Please join us for information concerning the HITECH final rule including meaningful use (MU), provider and hospital eligibility, and the Medicare and Medicaid incentive payment programs. A question-and-answer session will be included at the end of the presentation. The dial-in information and links to the webinars are provided below. No pre-registration is required:

Tuesday, December 7, 2010:  11:30am-12:30pm, Dial-in number: 1-866-742-7165,

Conference ID: 26036879, https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/r85729591/ 
Wednesday, December 8, 2010: 4:30-5:30pm, Dial-in number: 1-866-742-7165,

Conference ID: 26035578, https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/r38619613/ 
Thursday, December 9, 2010: 7:30-8:30am, Dial-in number: 1-866-742-7165,

Conference ID: 26036670, https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/r20896909/
AMA Webinar of Payer Audit – The AMA is offering a free Q&A webinar with industry expert Frank Cohen called “Could your practice be at risk for a payer audit?” These 30-minute webinar will discuss ways physician practices can prepare for governmental and private payer audits. Reserve your seat for the Dec. 7 webinar at either Noon (EST), 1:30 p.m. (EST) or 3 p.m. (EST.) Visit www.ama-assn.org/go/amapath to sign up for the free webinar. In addition to discussing audits and how physicians can prepare their practices, Mr. Cohen will give a brief demonstration of an affordable online tool for small physician practices that can help them assess their practice’s audit risk: the AMA’s new Practice Analysis Tools for Healthcare (AMA PATH™).
Volunteers Needed for MCMS Speakers Bureau – The Montgomery County Medical Society Speakers Bureau is another opportunity for you to educate the community on various health related topics. Take a look at the redesigned and user-friendly MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com to obtain volunteer forms. The Pennsylvania Medical Society web site log in is compatible with your county web site log in. Any problems, contact your MCMS office, 610-878-9530 or e-mail montmedsoc@verizon.net .
Patients Want to Find You – When the MCMS office receives calls from patients looking for MCMS members, they are sent to the Find-A-Physician area of the MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com . Sign up for this free online referral service for members. It’s free, and only members are listed. But if you’ve never completed or updated your Member Profile on the website then patients aren’t seeing information about you. There are only three steps to new referrals:
--Log in to www.pamedsoc.org. (Need help logging in? First-time users should create an account. Previous users should use Login Help to recover usernames or passwords.) 
--Go to Member Profile Updates 
--Make sure you include as much information as you wish to be available. (You can also choose to NOT have your information show.) 

For more help, email stat@pamedsoc.org or call (800) 228-7823.
Is Electronic Data a Factor in Medical Liability Lawsuits? -- Since most electronic data is discoverable in lawsuits, the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) has created a guide for physicians called “eDiscovery:  What Physicians Need to Know .” The guide includes definitions of what counts as electronic data, what is considered to be discoverable, how data can support the event that led to the medical liability suit, and how some workarounds used by staff could cause problems later in a lawsuit. The guide offers physicians’ practical tips on how to appropriately use EHR systems to avoid violating eDiscovery rules. 

What Will Happen if Medicare Cuts Are Made? – The American Medical Association wants to tell your story. The AMA is looking for detailed anecdotes that will help make a more compelling case to Congress by personalizing these disruptions in care to seniors that the cuts may cause. If physicians had to take out a loan, establish a line a credit, cut back on their staff, stop taking new Medicare patients, or take other serious actions to deal with Medicare payment cuts, e-mail the AMA at killsgr@ama-assn.org and share your story.

NIDA Offers Free Publications – The National Institute on Drug Abuse provides free posters and postcards to healthcare providers to display in their exam rooms and waiting rooms. The posters and postcards may encourage patients to talk to their healthcare providers about their drug use, including tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs, over-the-counter medications, and prescription drugs. In addition, a clinician's screening tool, reference guide, and resource guide are available online:  http://www.drugabuse.gov/nidamed/screening/
Posters, postcards, and other publications can be ordered free of charge at:

http://drugpubs.drugabuse.gov/shopdisplayproducts.aspx?id=20&for=NIDAMED
You are receiving this special announcement as a member of the Montgomery County Medical Society. If  this communication was sent in error, please contact MCMS at (610) 878-9530. 
