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Visit your MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com
Don’t Delay, Renew Your Membership –MCMS could not exist without your support and it values your membership. Why wait for the second or third notice to renew your membership? For 2011, your county medical society membership dues were permanently lowered to $180 per year, the lowest for a county medical society of its size in Pennsylvania. Thank you to all members who have paid their 2011 membership dues.  Go to www.montmedsoc.com and click on the “Physician” link to pay your dues online.

MCMS Foundation Awards Grants – The Montgomery County Medical Society Foundation recently distributed more than $6,000 to 11 nonprofit agencies in Montgomery County. For more than 40 years, the medical society foundation has distributed grants to requesting organizations. Learn more www.montmedsoc.com .
MCMS Honors Deceased members -- The Montgomery County Medical Society honored the memory of 29 physician members who passed away in 2010 with a donation to the Foundation of the Pennsylvania Medical Society. The funds have been donated to the Montgomery County Scholarship Fund that is administered by the foundation. For many years, MCMS physicians have invested in the medical education of students from Montgomery County by donating to the fund. If you would like to continue this legacy of investing in medical student education, you can also contribute to the Montgomery County Medical Society Scholarship Fund in honor of a physician member or colleague. Checks should be made payable to Foundation of the Pennsylvania Medical Society with memo noted MCMS Scholarship. 
Your MCMS Board Works for You – The MCMS Board of Directors will hold its next meeting, Tuesday, Feb. 8, 6 p.m. As a member of the medical society, you can view the minutes of the Jan. 4 by visiting the MCMS web site, http://www.montmedsoc.com . If you are interested in issues related to your profession, practice or patients, contact the physicians who represent you, http://www.montmedsoc.com . MCMS members are welcome to attend the monthly board meeting. 
Physician Volunteers Needed for County Medical Reserve Corps -- The Montgomery County Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) is a national initiative geared toward encouraging individuals to volunteer to assist during public health events. The MRC offers medical professionals volunteer opportunities that strengthen public health, emergency response and community resiliency. The Montgomery County Medical Reserve Corps invites you to orientation, Feb. 5, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Montgomery County Human Services Center, 1430 Dekalb St., Norristown.  Contact Mary Heaton of the Montgomery County Health Department to RSVP and for more information, (610) 278-5117 or e-mail, mheaton@montcopa.org .

Volunteers Needed for MCMS Speakers Bureau – The Montgomery County Medical Society Speakers Bureau is another opportunity for you to educate the community on various health related topics. Take a look at the redesigned and user-friendly MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com to obtain volunteer forms. The Pennsylvania Medical Society web site log in is compatible with your county web site log in. Any problems, contact your MCMS office, 610-878-9530 or e-mail montmedsoc@verizon.net .
Save the Date – The MCMS installation dinner and 50-year member recognition will be held June 14, 6 p.m. at the Elmwood Park Zoo, 1661 Harding Blvd. in Norristown. Mother Nature has a lot to offer at the zoo. So, bring your family to enjoy a relaxing evening with good food and company. MCMS will also honor eight physicians who have practiced medicine for 50 years – Arlo C. Anderson MD, Norig Ellison MD, Harry J. Kenworthy Jr. MD, Dave B. Olim MD, Joel I. Polin MD, Javier S. Reluz MD, William R. Truscott MD and R. Hallock Williams MD.
Documentation Seminar for Residents -- PMSLIC, an endorsed partner of the Montgomery County Medical Society, will present a free seminar Feb. 181 titled, “The Importance of Proper Documentation.” The guest speaker will be attorney Daniel F. Ryan III. Registration and hors d’oeuvres begin at 6 p.m. followed by a formal dinner and presentation. The seminar and dinner will be held at The Renaissance Room, Hilton Philadelphia City Avenue, 4200 City Ave., Philadelphia. RSVP to attend the dinner by Feb. 21 to Dari Paulus, 800-445-1212, ext. 5479 or e-mail, dpaulus@pmslic.com .

Regional Practice Manager Meeting Set for April 14– Fill your practice management toolbox at the Sixth Annual Tools for Success Medical Practice Management Conference, April 14, Villanova Conference Center. There will be roundtable and breakout sessions to address the concerns of your practice. Save the date: April 14. Registration is coming soon and when available, it will appear on the MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com . Several county medical societies, including Montgomery County Medical Society, have joined together to plan this conference. For more information, contact Toyca Williams, montmedsoc@verizon.net .
New OTC Requirement – According to the new health care law, patients must obtain prescriptions for over-the-counter medications to qualify for reimbursement through a flexible spending or similar account. The Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED), the AMA, and other physician organizations continue to advocate for changes to Section 9003 of the ACA. Learn more http://www.pamedsoc.org .
Five Tips to Collect in Tough Times – Private-pay collections have always been an unpleasant part of running a medical practice. Today, patients are shouldering more financial responsibility for their health care.  High deductibles and copayments, as well as higher premium contributions, are making it increasingly more difficult for patients to meet their financial obligations to their physician. The challenge of health care collections in 2011 may require some innovation.  Set aside time on your calendar to consider what new approaches are best for your practice. Read more http://www.pamedsoc.org .
What’s Going on in Harrisburg? – Get the latest updates on legislation and how it affects your practice and profession. The Jan. issue of Capitol Insight takes a look at Gov. Tom Corbett’s interest in tort reform as a priority; two bills introduced on patient notification of imaging test results and concussions in student athletes; and the new pathology disclosure law. Visit www.pamedsoc.org  for more. 

Governor Supports Tort Reform -- For the past several years, your medical society county and state leaders have worked tirelessly to educate lawmakers of the need for tort reform. The new Corbett Administration may provide an opportunity for those efforts to pay off. PAMED is part of a large tort reform coalition working to enact meaningful tort reform.  The Coalition is made up of many of the state’s business, health care and insurance interests. As a member of the coalition, the Pennsylvania Business Council is planning to host a summit on Feb. 1 in Harrisburg to kick-off the coalition’s tort reform campaign. PAMED leaders plan to participate in the summit.  Visit www.pegweb.org for more information and to register.

PAMED Offers ICD-10 Implementation Mini-Webinar Series – PAMED is partnering with the AAPC to offer a series of 15 brief ICD-10 webinars at a special discount available only to PAMED members. The webinar series, “Guidance to ICD-10 Implementation: What You Need to Know,” will tell physicians and practice managers what ICD-10 is and what you need to do to get ready. Members can sign up for the 15-minute webinars and then take them at their convenience. The complete series of 15 webinars costs just $99 for PAMED members. Normally, the cost of the series is $299.

Audits Seem Inevitable. Get Some Protection -- With the Medicare Recovery Audit Contractor audits that became a national program last year, the Office of the Inspector General’s plan to increase its auditing efforts this year and ongoing health insurer audits, your members need to evaluate their audit risk. There’s now an affordable “online consultant” that can help your members see how their practices look to auditors and then implement process improvements to safeguard their practices against these audits. The AMA’s Practice Analysis Tools for Healthcare (AMA PATH™) is only $299 for those who purchase by Mar. 31 and only $224 for AMA members. Visit www.ama-assn.org/go/amapath to watch a video demonstration and access sample reports. Contact AMA’s Amy Farouk at amy.farouk@ama-assn.org or (312) 464-5490 with questions.

New resources help physicians get on board with the first stage of meaningful use

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recently launched the Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Program Registration and Attestation System portal, which allows eligible physicians to register and participate in meeting Stage 1 criteria for meaningful use of certified electronic health record (EHR) technology. To help explain what the Stage 1 criteria are, the AMA has developed a new meaningful use requirements table and glossary, at http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/472/meaningful-use-table.pdf. Physicians can find out the meaning of common meaningful use terms, view a detailed explanation of the 15 core requirements and 10 menu set activities in Stage 1, and learn more about meaningful use exclusions. Congress created a $19 billion subsidy program—with the passage of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act in 2009—authorizing CMS to provide financial incentives to eligible professionals and hospitals that demonstrate meaningful use. Physicians who do not successfully meet the incentive requirements for being a meaningful user of a certified EHR before 2015 will face a reduction in their Medicare fee schedule of 1 percent in 2015, 2 percent in 2016 and 3 percent in 2017 and beyond. These penalties apply only to Medicare.

Visit https://ehrincentives.cms.gov/hitech/login.action to view CMS’s Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Program Registration and Attestation System portal.

Visit http://www.cms.gov/ehrincentiveprograms for more from CMS on meaningful use. 

Patients Want to Find You – When the MCMS office receives calls from patients looking for MCMS members, they are sent to the Find-A-Physician area of the MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com . Sign up for this free online referral service for members. It’s free, and only members are listed. But if you’ve never completed or updated your Member Profile on the website then patients aren’t seeing information about you. There are only three steps to new referrals:
--Log in to www.pamedsoc.org. (Need help logging in? First-time users should create an account. Previous users should use Login Help to recover usernames or passwords.) 
--Go to Member Profile Updates 
--Make sure you include as much information as you wish to be available. (You can also choose to NOT have your information show.) 

For more help, email stat@pamedsoc.org or call (800) 228-7823.
Online CME Resource Available 24/7 – Visit a useful online resource, annotated list of online continuing medical education courses, www.cmelist.com/list.htm . There are links to more than 300 Online CME sites offering more than 13,000 CME courses and more than 22,000 hours of CME credit. The list is updated regularly as new online CME sites and courses become available. There is no charge for accessing the list and no registration required.

You are receiving this special announcement as a member of the Montgomery County Medical Society. If  this communication was sent in error, please contact MCMS at (610) 878-9530. 
