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Keep Calling Your Legislators -- Thanks to physicians’ efforts, the U.S. Senate is discussing several steps in a plan to delay, and hopefully resolve, Medicare payment cuts. On Wednesday, physicians from across the country flooded Congress with telephone calls urging lawmakers to prevent Dec. 1 Medicare cuts. An immediate 31-day delay was passed by the U.S. Senate to give physicians a reprieve from the 23 percent Medicare payment cuts slated for Dec. 1. The U.S. Senate is also discussing a 13-month delay in the cuts to allow time to identify acceptable funding offsets. Congressional leaders continue to seek legislation that will stabilize physician Medicare payments through 2011. Educate your patients by telling them about the Medicare cuts and the impact it will have on your practice. To locate your legislator, go to Capwiz, http://www.pamedsoc.org/capwiz . The AMA has calculated that SGR repeal would prevent a loss of $560 million a year for care of elderly and disabled patients in Pennsylvania. On average, legislation to repeal the SGR would prevent cuts of $15,000 per year to each Pennsylvania physician.

PMSLIC Seminar for Residents: RSVP Now – PMSLIC, an endorsed sponsor of the Montgomery County Medical Society, will present a free seminar on Dec. 1 titled, “The Importance of Proper Documentation.” The guest speaker will be attorney Daniel F. Ryan. Registration and hors d’oeuvres begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by a formal dinner and presentation. The seminar and dinner will be held at The Renaissance Room, Hilton Philadelphia City Avenue, 4200 City Ave., Philadelphia. RSVP to attend the dinner by Nov. 24 to Dari Paulus, 800-445-1212, ext. 5479 or e-mail, dpaulus@pmslic.com .

Volunteers Needed for Speakers Bureau – The Montgomery County Medical Society Speakers Bureau is another opportunity for you to educate the community on various health related topics. Take a look at the redesigned and user-friendly MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com to obtain volunteer forms. The Pennsylvania Medical Society web site log in is compatible with your county web site log in. Any problems, contact your MCMS office, 610-878-9530 or e-mail montmedsoc@verizon.net .
Save the Date: HITECH Summit Next Month -- The Philadelphia Regional Office of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services is announcing a two-day HITECH summit for our provider partners.  The meeting will take place on December 1-2, 2010, at the Embassy Suites at the Philadelphia Airport.  The meeting will commence at approximately 1 p.m. on Dec. 1 and conclude by noon on Dec. 2.  For more information, contact Patrick M. Hamilton at the Philadelphia office of Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Patrick.hamilton@cms.hhs.gov or call, (215)861-4097.  

Honor Lansdale Physician With a Foundation Donation – Recognize and celebrate the service of James A. Goodyear MD by making a contribution to the Foundation of the Pennsylvania Medical Society in his name. Dr. Goodyear, past chairman of the Montgomery County Medical Society (MCMS) and current board member, said his final farewell as president of the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) to members of the House of Delegates during the Annual Business Meeting in Hershey. He shared that he remains dedicated to his patients and committed to serving the profession as he strives to preserve the patient-physician relationship. Your honorary gift to the foundation in Dr. Goodyear’s name will sustain programs that support medical education, physician health and excellence in practice. For more information, visit www.foundationpamedsoc.org/donatenow/donate_now.aspx .
Patients Want to Find You – When the MCMS office receives calls from patients looking for MCMS members, they are sent to the Find-A-Physician area of the MCMS web site, www.montmedsoc.com . Sign up for this free online referral service for members. It’s free, and only members are listed. But if you’ve never completed or updated your Member Profile on the website then patients aren’t seeing information about you. There are only three steps to new referrals:
--Log in to www.pamedsoc.org. (Need help logging in? First-time users should create an account. Previous users should use Login Help to recover usernames or passwords.) 
--Go to Member Profile Updates 
--Make sure you include as much information as you wish to be available. (You can also choose to NOT have your information show.) 

For more help, email stat@pamedsoc.org or call (800) 228-7823.
What’s Going on at the PA Capitol? Are you curious about what’s going on with health care in the Capitol but don’t have time to keep up with the news? The Pennsylvania Medical Society has prepared a handy table so that you get a quick update on some of the key health care legislation under consideration. Go to www.montmedsoc.com  to get the latest.  
Your Opinion Matters -- Physicians often feel like no one wants to hear what they think. But the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) wants to hear from you.

The best way to do that is through the PAMED Member Opinion Panel. PAMED surveys the panel four times a year. See the latest Member Opinion Panel report http://www.mmsend53.com/link.cfm?r=109405048&sid=10377156&m=1082368&u=PMSoc . Sign up for the Member Opinion Panel today, by e-mailing your name and preferred e-mail address to stat@pamedsoc.org .
Practice What You Preach-Get Immunized -- When you remind your patients to get immunized, prove you mean it. Get ready now to promote your practice’s 100 percent immunization during National Flu Immunization Week, December 5-11, 2010—the best time to show off your letter. Post a letter proving to your patients that your practice is 100 percent immunized. Request an official letter from the Pennsylvania Medical Society’s physician office flu immunization recognition program launched in August. To qualify, influenza vaccine must have been administered to all employees who are eligible to receive it, as determined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This year, the CDC is recommending that everyone beginning with children six months and older to be immunized. 

It’s A Reporting Year: Free CME Offers – The Pennsylvania Medical Society offers a number of free online CME activities to members. Counter Details is designed to meet Pennsylvania state requirements for patient safety and risk management. The two-year license CME renewal period is up on Dec. 31 for MDs. By then, physicians will need 100 hours of CME, 12 of which must be in patient safety and risk management. MDs must have 20.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. The Pennsylvania Medical Society offers a number of CME activities to help you get there. Visit www.pamedsoc.org/cme to browse activities by topic and www.pamedsoc.org/newsletters to browse by publication. All of the activities are designed to meet patient safety and risk management requirements. Three new editions of Studies in Patient Safety: Online CME Cases are also available. Each one is based on actual patient safety events and incidents reported to Pennsylvania's Patient Safety Authority (PSA). Physicians who read Studies in Patient Safety and successfully complete the assessment will earn 0.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™per issue. Members of the Pennsylvania Medical Society can take the CME exam for each of these articles at no charge, while non-members pay a $25 fee.
Online CME Your Speed ?– There is a useful resource of online continuing medical education courses at the Annotated List of Online Continuing Medical Education, visit www.cmelist.com/list.htm  There are links to more than 300 Online CME sites offering more than 13,000 CME courses and more than 22,000 hours of CME credit. The list is updated regularly as new online CME sites and courses become available. There is no charge for accessing the list and no registration is required.
Is Electronic Data a Factor in Medical Liability Lawsuits? -- Since most electronic data is discoverable in lawsuits, the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) has created a guide for physicians called “eDiscovery:  What Physicians Need to Know .” The guide includes definitions of what counts as electronic data, what is considered to be discoverable, how data can support the event that led to the medical liability suit, and how some workarounds used by staff could cause problems later in a lawsuit. The guide offers physicians’ practical tips on how to appropriately use EHR systems to avoid violating eDiscovery rules. 

AMA Helps Fight Against RACs -- Your practice can prepare for increased auditing efforts by the Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Health & Human Services by using the American Medical Association’s (AMA) new Practice Analysis Tools for Healthcare (AMA PATHTM). Many physician practices cannot afford expert financial advice or access to exclusive market data available to health insurers and the Medicare recovery audit contractors (RACs), and AMA PATH helps physicians affordably access this information. AMA PATH lets you analyze the individual coding and billing practices of the physicians in your practice and compare them with national averages by specialty. Using AMA PATH, you can analyze the billing patterns of the physicians in your practice with respect to individual E&M codes. Visit www.ama-assn.org/go/amapath to learn more about this online tool, special introductory offers and AMA member discounts! 

What Will Happen if Medicare Cuts Are Made? – The American Medical Association wants to tell your story. The AMA is looking for detailed anecdotes that will help make a more compelling case to Congress by personalizing these disruptions in care to seniors that the cuts may cause. If physicians had to take out a loan, establish a line a credit, cut back on their staff, stop taking new Medicare patients, or take other serious actions to deal with Medicare payment cuts, e-mail the AMA at killsgr@ama-assn.org and share your story.

NIDA Offers Free Publications – The National Institute on Drug Abuse provides free posters and postcards to healthcare providers to display in their exam rooms and waiting rooms. The posters and postcards may encourage patients to talk to their healthcare providers about their drug use, including tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs, over-the-counter medications, and prescription drugs. In addition, a clinician's screening tool, reference guide, and resource guide are available online:  http://www.drugabuse.gov/nidamed/screening/
Posters, postcards, and other publications can be ordered free of charge at:

http://drugpubs.drugabuse.gov/shopdisplayproducts.aspx?id=20&for=NIDAMED
You are receiving this special announcement as a member of the Montgomery County Medical Society. If  this communication was sent in error, please contact MCMS at (610) 878-9530. 
